The Happiest Xenophobes on Earth: Examining Anti-Immigrant Sentiments in the Nordic Countries by Zeisset, Maggie & Montgomery, Faculty Advisor, Kathleen
Illinois Wesleyan University
Digital Commons @ IWU
John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference 2016, 27th Annual JWP Conference
Apr 16th, 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
The Happiest Xenophobes on Earth: Examining
Anti-Immigrant Sentiments in the Nordic
Countries
Maggie Zeisset
Illinois Wesleyan University
Kathleen Montgomery, Faculty Advisor
Illinois Wesleyan University
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
Part of the Education Commons, and the Political Science Commons
This Event is brought to you for free and open access by The Ames Library, the Andrew W. Mellon Center for Curricular and Faculty
Development, the Office of the Provost and the Office of the President. It has been accepted for inclusion in Digital Commons @ IWU by
the faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document.
Maggie Zeisset and Kathleen Montgomery, Faculty Advisor, "The Happiest Xenophobes on Earth: Examining Anti-
Immigrant Sentiments in the Nordic Countries" (April 16, 2016). John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. Paper
2.
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2016/oralpres/2
THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE – APRIL 2016 
 
 
 
 
Oral Presentation  O1.2 
 
 
THE HAPPIEST XENOPHOBES ON EARTH: EXAMINING ANTI-
IMMIGRANT SENTIMENTS IN THE NORDIC COUNTRIES 
 
 
Maggie Zeisset and Kathleen Montgomery* 
Political Science Department, Illinois Wesleyan University 
 
 
 
The Nordic countries (Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Finland and Iceland) are widely 
known as progressive, open and tolerant. However, in recent years these countries have 
witnessed growing intolerance towards immigrants, particularly Muslims. This 
intolerance is manifested in violent attacks against foreigners and the rise of far right, 
exclusionary populist parties. This paper seeks to understand what causes some citizens 
in these Nordic countries to embrace anti-immigrant xenophobic attitudes and other 
citizens to, not only reject, but to fight such views. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
